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DELANY DEAN, JD, PhD
licensed Psychologisi
P.O. Box 7017

Kansas City, MO 64113
B14-474-7874
816-361-0948 {fax)

PSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION

Subject: Chorles (Chuck) Erickson

Dafles of Examination: July 12. 2004: September 8, 2005
Daie of Repori: Sepiember i4, 2005

Clrcumstances of Examination ond Referral Quésﬂons: Fwas initiclly retained by

Mark Kemplion, Mr. Erickson’s attorney. Mr. Kemplon asked me 1o exomine Mr.
Enckson o delermine whether he was suftering from any mental disorders that
might require freaiment, or thot might have an impact on his compelence or
responsibility. Subsequently, around a yeor later, I was reloined by the Boone -
County Prosecutor's Office 1o re-examine Mr. Erickson in order 1o delermine his
current mentol siatus, including the presence or obsence of any menial
disorders or psychological conditions that might affect his capacity 1o provide
testimony at the upcoming gl of his co-defendanti.

Sources of Dala: Police reports and slatemenis; depositions: joil records; repord
ot Dr. Holliday: menial health records from Palhways; school records: two
individual examinations of Mr. Erickson.

Pertinent History: Mr. Frickson lived with his family in lllinois and Ohio uniil he was
in the 8™ grade. when his tamily moved fo Columbia, Missouri. He has lived in
Columbiasince then. His father works in the insurance industry, and his mother is
G microbiologist. He grew up wilh bolh puarenls and a sister in the home. He
gradualed from Rockbridge High School, and has worked in several different
jobs during high school and college. He has a hislory of alcohol and maorjuana
obuse. He has also obtained and cbused Adderall, and has fried cocaine a
couple of fimes.

Records from Paihways Family Menial Health confirm M. Erickson’s drug abuse,

‘pariculorly with marijuona. He was referred to Palhways by the Juvenile Court;

during his intake interview, in February of 2000, he reported that his cumulative
grade poin! in school was only @ 2.1, ond that he "didn't give a shil.”
In November of 2001, Mr. Erickson was evalualed of the University of Missouri for
"possible attention difficullies.” His mother had become concerned because his
grades had begun 1o drop after the sevenih grade. Dr; Holliday's report of that
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evaluation offered the diognosis of "Learning DisorderNot Otherwise Specified
(Impoired Memory Ability).” Testing revealed above-average inlelligence, but
spotty performance on o variety of fesis. The examiner noted that Mr. Erickson
did not appear 1o be making a genuine efforl 1o perform well on all fosks. He
offered three possible explanations for these deficiis: poor study skills;
undetecied brain injury; or substance abuse, resulling in cognitive and memory
impcirments. The first explanation was considered the most likely of the three !
should be noled, of course, that this evaluation took place less than a month
ofter Mr. Erickson had parficipated in the homicide; it is reasonable 1o suggest
that some degree of preoccupation and distiaction may have contributed 1o
his disengagemeni from the lesting and evoluation process.

During my second evaluction of Mr. Enckson, he soid that he had recenily been
prescribed medication for obsessive-compulsive symptomszHe reporfed that he
hod.begun to be somewhal excessively concerned obout germs, and in
poricularly with the possibility of being infecied with hepaotilis by other jail
inmales. Accordingly, he had begun to wash:his.hands more frequently. He
denied any other rituolized or compuisive ihoughis or behaviors.

Early in The morning of November 1. 2001, Mr. Erickson poricipcled in the -
homicide of Kent Heitholi. The offense was commilied with his codefendant,
Ryan Ferguson. The two of them had been drinking logether; Mr. Erickson

_ believes thal he had consurmed aboul § ur 10 drinks vver e course of The
evening, along wilh two lines of cocaine, and some Adderali (o sfimulant
medicalion).

Mr. Erickson and Mr. Ferguson were not amested for this homicide uniil... Mr.
Erickson confessed, and eniered o guilty plea. The terms of his pleo bargain
inClude arequiremeni thot he testity ruthfully ot Mr. Ferguson's upcoming trial.

Mental Stotus and Clinicol Data: Mr. Erickson presenied os an averoge-sized
Caucasian young man, tully oriented and enlirely cooperative. Eye conlact was
poor, but his interpersonal behavior was otherwise entirely normal. Speech was
somewhat rapid, but not pressured. Languaoge reveaoled logical thought
processes, without any apparently delusional conient. There was no evidence of
hallucinations, cunently or by history. Overall, his offect seemed blunted,
predominantly disploying o sad appearance {and, when asked, he said that he
hod "never been anything but sad”). He showed litlle animation: was capable
of smiling. but rarely did so: cried ot oppropriate pointsin the interview. Energy
level was normal: there was no evidence of mania or hypomaonia, either '
curently or by history. He denied cument suicidal ideation, bul admilled 1o
hoving experienced such thoughis in the pasi. Clinically, his use of lohgucge
and concepls indicated high intelligence; his:insi
be. mildly compromised-by-ong oing-depressivé: symptoms®exacerbailed by his
cU,r_renﬂin.coreereﬁen*ond-lé’g"'e‘lf-‘-si»fumio-ne: ‘ '

ght.and judgment.appeared-lo.
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M. Enckson’s shoril-term and long-term memory tunctions oppeared clinically to
be intact, as evidenced by his tund of recent and older biographical
information. He did admilio a long period ot time during which he had-only a
spolty. memory and/or awareness of-his parficipation in the homicide: he staled
ithat, over along period of time, he simply. refused:to-acknowledge:or think =
aboul the matler; because it was so distressing: {he didn't wantdo "go there " is
one way that he frequently described this refusal 1o think about il).

Diagnosis:

Axls I: Dysthymia

Axis Il: No Diognosis

Conclusions: | see no evidence of any menial disorder in Mr. Erickson that wonld

impact his competence to stand irial, his responsibility for his conduct, or his
copacity o serve as a withess in the vpcoming tnol.

Respectully submitted,

Delany Dean, PhD
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